50       DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
this side failed. Islam met with a decisive defeat in
the East under the walls of Byzantium ; the Eastern
Empire raised in the face of Islam an impregnable fort
protecting Christendom against its invasion and domi-
nation. But the Muslim armies crossed over to the
West through Spain and from the heights of the
Pyrenees, overlooked the other Christian nations of
Europe. Had it not been for the hesitation of the
Caliphate and dissension between the leaders, Musa
ibn Noseir would have put in force his project to cross
Europe from west to east and to arrive at the seat of
the Caliphate by way of Constantinople. It might
have been more than probable that Christianity would
then have received its death-blow and Islam would
have dominated the nations of the north as it had
dominated the nations of the south. But the idea
died in its cradle owing to the fear and hesitation of
the Caliphate
The subsequent conquests of the Emirs of Spain,
in the south of France, were another phase of the
struggle between Islam and Christianity. The Prank-
ish kingdom was, at that time, the greatest among the
kingdoms of the West and the North, and protected
Christianity in the West as the Roman Empire did in
the East, Indeed, its mission in this protection was
more arduous, for, while Islam threatened Christianity
from the South, the Germanic pagan tribes threatened
it from the North and East. The Muslim invasions
stopped at first at Septimania and its cities, but later
extended to Acquitaine and the banks of the Garonne,
then to the north of the Rhone and Burgundy and
comprised the whole of the southern half of France.
Thus Islamic danger appeared so grave and imminent
as to menace the destinies of the Franks and the whole
of Christendom; at the same time indications also
loomed of that decisive struggle which both the
Franks and the whole of the Christendom had to
sustain.